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JAPAN  TO  CONTINUE  SOYBEAN 
IMPORTS  ON  GLOBAL  BASIS 

Japan's  import  budget  for  the  first  6  months  of  the  Japanese  Fiscal 
Year  (beginning  April  l)  provides  for  imports  of  approximately  335,000 
metric  tons  of  soybeans  for  domestic  use.    According  to  trade  reports, 
an  additional  50,000  tons  are  authorized  for  import  to  offset  expected 
exports  of  soybean  oil  during  the  6  months.  . 

Soybeans  will  continue  to  be  imported  on  a  global  basis,  at  least 
for  the  April  1-September  30,  1958,  period.    Japanese  Government  officials 
say  there  will  be  no  separate  allocations  by  country  of  origin  and  no  dis- 
crimination against  licensing  and  importing  U.  S.  soybeans. 


FRANCE  TO  BUY  SEED  PEAS  AND  BEANS 


France  has  allocated  $300,000  for  the  purchase  of  seed  peas  and  beans. 
This  probably  will  exceed  trade  needs. 
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BELGIAN  IMPORTS  OF  U.  S.  LEAF 
CONTINUE  DECLINE 

Although  Belgian  imports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  in  1957  increased 
11.7  percent  from  1956,  purchases  from  the  United  States  dropped  6.k  per- 
cent.   The  U.  S.  share  in  the  Belgian  market  was  3^«2  percent  in  1957. 
compared  with  4-0.6  percent  in  1956.    This  continued  the  downward  trend  in 
imports  of  U.  S.  origin,  evident  for  the  past  7  years. 

Belgian  manufacturers  state  that  the  government's  severe  retail  price- 
fixing  for  manufactured  products  forces  them  to  use  low-priced  tobaccos. 
Low  and  medium  grades  of  U.  S.  leaf,  in  demand  in  Belgium,  are  priced  too 
high  to  be  used  in  the  volume  of  past  years. 

Imports  totaled  55>9  million  pounds  in  1957--up  from  50.0  million 
in  1956.     Increases  occurred  for  the  Federation  of  Rhodesia  and  Nyasaland, 
India,  Brazil,  and  the  Dominican  Republic.     Imports  from  Turkey,  Indonesia, 
and  the  United  States  declined. 


TOBACCO,  UNMANUFACTURED:    Belgium  l/,  imports  by  country  of  origin, 
1956  and  1957.  and  percentage  of  total 


Country  of  origin 

:  1956 

Percent 
of  total, 

1957  : 

Percent 
of  total 

:  1,000 

Percent  ' 

1,000 

Percent 

:  pounds 

pounds 

:  k0.6 

19,101 

3^.2 

2,621 

•  5-2 

4,182 

:  7-5 

:  2.3 

:  1,213 

:  2.2 

•  3.7 

'  3A^8 

:  5.6 

:  4.6 

:      2, Ilk 

:  3.8 

•  5.9 

'  3,399 

:  6.1 

:       7-2  ' 

'  M25 

'•  7.7 

'  2.5 

'  1,299 

2.3 

 '  3,10k 

7.4  : 

*  h,279 

:  7.6 

'  3.8 

'  1,371 

:  2.5 

8,412 

•  16.8 

:  11,464 

20.5 

100.0 

55,895 

•  100.0 

l/  Includes  Luxembourg. 


Source:    National  Statistical  Institute. 
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U.S.  LEAF  HOLDS  POSITION 
IN  NEW  ZEALAND 

New  Zealand  imported  a  total  of  6.1  million  pounds  of  unmanufactured  tobacco 
in  1957    It  wMch  the  United  States  supplied  all  but  71,000  pounds.    The  virtual 
predion  against  imports  of  cigarettes  and  other  tobacco  f<^>£££* 
Tanuarv  1    1958,  should  result  in  increased  purchases  of  U.  S.  leaf,  whicn is 
pre^red  by  New  Zealand  manufacturers.    The  increase  may  not  come  immediately, 
as  stocks  are  relatively  large. 


FRANCE  IMPORTS  MORE  U.S. 
TOBACCO  IN  1957 

French  imports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  from  the  United  States  rose  to 
8  7  million  pounds  in  1957--UP  38  percent  from  the  6.3  million  taken  m  1956. 
About  three-fourths  of  the  imports  from  the  United  States  last  year  were  pur- 
chased for  dollars,  with  the  remainder  coming  in  under  the  Public  Law  WO 
program.    The  U.  S.  share  in  the  French  tobacco  market  was  13.O  percent,  com- 
pared with  8.3  percent  in  1956  and  10. k  percent  in  1955- 

Total  French  tobacco  imports  dropped  from  76.5  million  pounds  in  1956  to 
67.1  million  last  year,  due  mainly  to  a  decline  in  purchases  from  Algeria  where 
supplies  available  from  the  low  1956  crop  were  sharply  reduced      Imports  from 
other  French  African  areas  were  well-maintained.    Greece  was  the  most  important 
source  of  tobacco  imports  in  1957,  furnishing  11.5  million  pounds. 


TOBACCO,  UNMANUFACTURED: 


France,  imports  by  country  of  origin, 
1955-1957 


Country  of  origin 


1955 


1956 


1957  ll 


United  States  , 

Brazil  ■ 

Dominican  Republic, 

Colombia  

Italy  

Greece  

Yugoslavia  

Bulgaria  

Turkey  

Algeria  

Madagascar  

Cameroun  

Others  


1,000  pounds 

8,92^ 

6,157 
3,2^9 
2,078 
3,338 
8,872 
7,60^ 

S/ 
6,088 
19,087 
9,605 
2,39^ 
8,363 


1,000  pounds 

6,338 
2,002 

1,565 
2,055 
2,769 

12,191 
8,091 
3,125 
3,309 

19,583 
8,325 
2,209 

^,9^o 


1,000  pounds 

8,70^ 
5,761 
k 

1,111 

802 

11,537 
6,768 

3,7^1 
6,982 
6,168 
8,966 
1,872 
^,705 


Total , 


85,759 


76,502 


67,121 


l]  Preliminary.  2/  If  any,  included  in  others. 
Source:    Ministry  of  Finance,  Customs  Bureau 
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RHODES IAN  TOBACCO  PRICES  STEADY; 
QUALITY  DISAPPOINTING 

The  quality  of  Rhodesian  leaf  sold  during  the  first  2  weeks  of  the 
Salisbury  auctions  has  been  relatively  poor,  consisting  mostly  of  low-to- 
poor  quality  lug  and  priming  grades.    There  is  strong  demand  for  the  small 
quantity  of  bodied  leaf  offered,  with  prices  about  the  same  as  in  1957* 
As  of  March  2k,  5*3  million  pounds  of  leaf  had  been  sold  at  an  average 
price  equivalent  to  36  U.  S.  cents  per  pound. 

Sales  of  Nyasaland  tobacco  start  April  15,  1958,  at  Limbe.    The  fire- 
cured  crop  is  expected  to  be  of  better  quality  than  last  year's  but  the 
flue-cured  was  hurt  by  pests  and  a  poor  growing  season. 


U.  S.  MAINTAINS  POSITION 
IN  SWISS  TOBACCO  MARKET 

Swiss  imports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  in  1957  totaled  26.9  million 
pounds,  of  which  the  United  States  supplied  12.0  million,  or  k^  percent. 
The  1957  figures  show  only  slight  changes  from  1956,  both  as  to  total 
imports  and  the  U.  S.  share.    Other  major  suppliers  of  tobacco  to  the  Swiss 
market  include  the  following  countries:    For  cigarette  leaf,  Turkey,  Greece, 
and  Italy;  for  cigar  leaf,  Brazil,  the  Dominican  Republic,  Indonesia,  and 
Cuba;  and  for  pipe  tobacco,  Brazil,  Paraguay,  Indonesia,  Rhodesia,  and 
India. 


GHANA  EXPERIMENTS  WITH 
PRODUCTION  OF  BLACK  FAT 

Ghana's  Department  of  Agriculture  is  continuing  experimental  growing 
and  processing  of  leaf  for  Black  Fat  tobacco.     Cultivation  is  designed  to 
produce  as  many  leaves  as  possible  of  2k  inches  and  over.    Varieties  tested 
in  195^-55  were  Madole,  One  Sucker,  and  Western,  with  Madole  yielding  the 
highest  proportion  of  long  leaves .    Average  yields  were  555  pounds  per  acre 
for  the  major  season  and  60k  pounds  for  the  second  season. 

A  sample  of  the  processed  domestic  leaf  was  compared  with  imported 
Black  Fat.    Although  no  striking  differences  were  reported,  there  was  a 
marked  difference  in  smoking  quality  and  marketing  tests  were  not 
encouraging. 

WEST  GERMANY  EXTENDS  DUTY 
EXEMPTION  ON  CITRUS 

West  Germany  has  extended  from  April  30,  1958,  to  May  JL,  1958,  the 
duty  exemption  on  various  agricultural  products.  Citrus  fruits,  apricot 
juice,  mushrooms,  and  certain  berries  are  included. 
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AUSTRALIA  HAS  AVERAGE  HOPS  CROP 

Preliminary  estimates  place  Australia's  1957-58  hops  harvest,  which 
began  in  mid-February,  at  3,125,000  pounds,  1  percent  less  than  the  1952- 
53  through  1956-57  average  of  3,386,000  pounds.    About  80  percent  of  the 
crop  is  grown  in  Tasmania,  and  the  balance  (excepting  negligible  quantities 
in  New  South  Wales  and  West  Australia)  in  Victoria.    Tasmania's  1957-58 
crop  is  estimated  at  2,500,000  pounds  and  Victoria's  at  625,000  pounds, 
compared  with  the  5-year  averages  of  2,692,000  and  69^,000  pounds, 
respectively. 

The  quality  of  the  new  crop  is  reported  good,  chiefly  because  of  dry 
winter  weather  which  provided  "dry  feet"  for  the  plants  during  the  dormant 
season.    Yields  are  estimated  at  1,786  pounds  per  acre  from  l,k00  acres  in 
Tasmania,  1,736  pounds  from  36O  acres  in  Victoria,  and  1,776  pounds  from 
1,760  acres  for  all  Australia.    The  5 -year  average  yields  are  2,031  pounds 
for  Tasmania,  1,772  pounds  for  Victoria,  and  1,972  pounds  for  Australia. 

Australia's  1955-56  crop  of  3,850,000  pounds  was  an  all-time  record. 
Production  in  1956-57  was  sharply  reduced  mainly  because  of  a  poor  crop  in 
Tasmania  caused  by  unfavorable  weather.    Victoria  had  a  good  crop  last  year, 
but  the  increase  there  was  more  than  offset  by  a  decline  of  32  percent  in 
Tasmania.    This  resulted  in  a  drop  of  25  percent  for  Australia  as  a  whole. 


HOPS:    Australia,  production,  1952-53  through  1957-58 


Year 
(July -June ) 

Tasmania 

Victoria 

Australia 

1952-  53  

1953-  5^  

195^-55  

1955-  56  

1956-  57  

1957-  58  y  

1,000  pounds  ■ 

:        3,01^  : 
:  2,1^5 
:  2,983 
:        3,169  : 
:  2,1^7 
:  2,500 

1,000  pounds  : 

:  583  ! 
:        618  ; 

!        833  : 
681  : 

:  75^  : 
:  625 

1,000  pounds 

3,597 
:  2,763 
3,816 
3,850 
2,901 
3,125 

\J    Preliminary  estimate 


Owing  to  a  decline  of  3  percent  in  consumption  and  of  8.7  percent  in 
production  of  beer  in  Australia  in  1956-57,  hops  consumption  there  that 
year  was  the  lowest  in  the  past  5  years.    These  declines  are  attributed  to 
an  increase  in  the  excise  tax  on  beer  in  March  1956.    Use  of  hops  had  in- 
creased from  ^,575,000  pounds  in  1952-53  to  ^,887,000  pounds  in  1955-56. 
However,  the  declines  in  beer  consumption  and  production  reduced  hops  use 
to  h, 532,000  pounds  by  1956-57.    Beer  production  and  consumption  in  1957-58 
probably  will  be  back  to  1955-56  levels. 
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With  domestic  hops  production  at  less  than  k  million  pounds  annually, 
and  annual  requirements  well  over  k,5  million  pounds,  Australia  must 
import  hops.    Estimates  of  Australia's  import  needs  are  lacking  because  of 
inadequate  data  on  stocks.     Imports  are  authorized  on  a  worldwide  basis 
subject  to  administrative  control  through  licensing,  for  balance  of  pay- 
ments reasons.    During  the  first  5  months  ( July-November )  of  fiscal  1957- 
58,  a  total  of  U82,000  pounds  were  imported.    Since  no  new  hops  import 
licenses  have  been  issued  recently,  total  imports  in  1957-58  will  probably 
not  materially  exceed  this  level.    The  origin  of  imports  being  made  this 
year  is  not  yet  known. 


HOPS:    Australia,  imports  by  country  of  origin, 
1952-53  through  1956-57  (July-June) 


Country  of  origin 

!  1952-53 

;  1953-5^ 

:  195^-55 

:  1955-56 

1  1956-57 

:  Pounds 

:  Pounds 

;  Pounds 

:  Pounds 

:  Pounds 

United  Kingdom  

New  Zealand  

United  States  

Germany,  West  

Yugoslavia  

France  ; 

:  1,302,325 
:  99,013 

I  1,^52,932 
•  175,861+ 

1  1^,792 

■  1,056,629 

:  96,360 
210« 

1,1+U2,236 
166,291+ 
:  259,998' 

:  22,050- 

\  1^0,856 
:  150,006 

31,^56 
22,000 

1, hoi, 338! 

1,6^3,588 j 

1,15^,853! 

1,890,578: 

3^,318 

CUBA  SELLS  ANOTHER  70  MILLION  GALLONS 
MORE  1958  CROP  BLACKSTRAP 

The  Molasses  Sales  Committee  of  the  Cuban  Sugar  Stabilization  Institute 
sold  70  million  gallons  of  1958  crop  blackstrap  molasses  on  April  9«  Six 
different  companies  were  the  buyers  of  this  lot;  the  price  was  12  cents  per 
gallon  f.o.b.  Cuban  port.    With  this  sale,  total  sales  for  export  come  to 
185  million  gallons. 

LARGE  SALE  OF  CUBAN 
SUGAR  TO  CANADA 

The  Cuban  Sugar  Stabilization  Institute  announced  April  2  a  sale  of 
100,000  Spanish  long  tons  (lll+,000  short  tons)  of  sugar  to  a  Canadian 
refinery  at  a  slight  discount  from  the  average  world  market  price,  April 
to  October  average.    A  condition  of  the  sale  was  that  it  would  not  affect 
Canada's  commitment  to  buy  85,000  tons  (97,000  short  tons)  of  sugar  in  1958 
under  the  terms  of  the  Commercial  Treaty  in  effect  between  Canada  and  Cuba. 
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BRAZILIAN  COFFEE  INSTITUTE 
PUBLISHING  NEW  BULLETIN 

The  Brazilian  Coffee  Institute  is  now  publishing  a  fortnightly 
Information  Bulletin.    The  first  issue  (March)  reports  a  significant  in- 
crease  in  Brazil* s  production  of  higher-grade  coffees  this  crop  year  and 
predicts  a  further  increase  in  1958-59 • 

WEST  GERMAN  SUGAR  STOCKS  UNUSUALLY  HIGH 

Because  of  its  large  stocks  of  sugar  at  the  beginning  of  this  year, 
West  Germany  probably  will  import  much  less  sugar  than  usual  in  1958. 

Domestic  production  of  sugar  beets  in  1957  was  record-high,  although 
acreage  was  down  slightly  from  1956.    Imports  of  sugar  beets  in  1957 
(mostly  from  Denmark  and  Belgium)  were  more  than  3^  times  those  of  1956. 
Imports  of  sugar  (mostly  raw  for  refining)  were  more  than  double  those  in 

1956.  The  1957-58  season  output  of  sugar  is  now  estimated  to  be  more 
than  one -third  larger  than  in  the  prior  season. 

Domestic  use  of  sugar  in  the  last  quarter  of  1957  was  down  about  5 
percent  from  that  in  the  same  quarter  of  1956.    Normally,  substantial 
quantities  of  sugar  are  used  for  household  fruit  preservation.    The  1957 
fruit  crop  was  only  kO  percent  of  the  1956  crop. 

Sugar  beet  acreage  planted  in  1958  is  expected  to  be  a  record  699,000 
acres,  one-tenth  more  than  acreage  contracted  for  the  1957  crop.  Acreage 
expansion  was  stimulated  when  the  price  to  producers  was  increased  October  1, 

1957.  The  new  price  is  DM  6.75  per  100  kilograms  ($1^.58  per  short  ton) 
for  clean  beets  at  the  mill,  on  the  basis  of  15.5-percent  sugar  content. 
The  old  price  was  DM  6.50  per  100  kilograms  ($1^.0^  per  short  ton)  for  beets 
of  l6-percent  sugar  content. 

SUGAR:    West  Germany,  supply  and  distribution,  1955-56,  1956-57, 

and  forecast  1957- 58 


Season 

Beginning  \ 
stocks 
Oct.  1  : 

Production 

Net  ; 
imports 

1/  : 

Domestic 
disappear-  \ 
ance  ] 

Midseason 
stocks 
Jan.  1 

1955-  56  

1956-  57  

1957-  58  

:                  1,000  short  tons,  equivalent  raw  value 

178 
192 
:  236 

.  1,1*28 
:2/  1,275 
i3/  1,7^5 

:  303 
:    V  60 

:  1,717 
:  1,871 
:k/  l,Qk0 

:  1,186 
:  912 
:  1,53^ 

l/  Calendar  year  following  start  of  sugar-making  season.  2/  Includes 
20,733  tons  sugar  made  from  lU6,lkL7  tons  beets  imported.  3/  Includes 
75,3U2  tons  sugar  made  from  503,171  tons  beets  imported.    ¥/  Forecast. 
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AUSTRIA  REVISES  SUGAR  TARIFF 

Under  the  new  Austrian  tariff  effective  September  1,  1958;  duty  on 
raw  sugar  imported  for  refining  has  "been  abolished,  and  duty  on  imported 
raw  and  refined  sugar  for  direct  consumption  has  been  reduced  11.5  percent. 
However,  these  changes  will  not  affect  final  wholesale  and  retail  sugar 
prices  in  Austria  because  the  system  of  equalization  levies  and  duty  reduc- 
tion keeps  prices  on  imported  sugars  in  line  with  prices  of  domestic  sugars 

NEW  ZEALAND  TO  EXPORT 
LESS  MEAT 

New  Zealand  lamb  slaughter  has  declined  considerably  in  recent  weeks, 
and  production  is  not  up  to  the  levels  expected  earlier  ( see  Foreign  Crops 
and  Markets,  March  10) . 

Reuters  reports  some  cancellations  of  cargo  space  in  ships  on  the 
United  Kingdom  run.    But  exports  to  other  markets,  such  as  the  United  State 
Japan,  and  Canada,  have  been  maintained,  and  the  percentage  of  the  Dominion 
beef  exports  going  to  these  "outside"  markets  has  increased  sharply. 

WEST  GERMANY'S  MEAT  IMPORTS  DROP 

West  German  imports  of  meat  and  meat  products  dropped  32  percent  from 
32^4-  million  pounds  in  1956  to  220  million  pounds  in  1957*    Because  of  very 
heavy  hog  production  and  large  cattle  stocks  the  government  restricted  meat 
imports  to  maintain  prices  ( see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  March  17) .  Due 
to  sizable  stocks  on  hand  and  expected  large  production  during  1958,  im- 
ports will  probably  continue  low  throughout  this  year. 

MEAT:    West  German  imports,  product  weight  basis,  195^-57 


Classification              ]  195^    ;  1955    ;  1956    ;  1957 

:  :  :  :  :  Percent 

:  1,000    :  1,000    :  1,000    :  1,000    :  change 

•  pounds  '•  pounds  :  pounds  '  pounds  •  from  1956 

Beef  and  veal  :  ll,l66:  39,525:  20^31:  llQ^kk:  -k2 

Pork  :  9^,577:  82,^31:  101,886:    55,^52:  -k6 

Mutton  :  2:  1,356:  1,151:      3,3^7:  +191 

Other  1/   ':  17,l8lj  8,207;'  16,283:    ^2,550;  +l6l 

Total  :  122,926:  131,519:  323,751:  220,093:  -31 

•  •  *  *  • 

•  ■  •  •  • 

Variety  meat  ;  50,700;  56,500:  66, to;    71,261;  +7 


1/  Includes  canned,  preserved,  and  sausage. 

Source:    Aussenhandel  der  Bundesrepublik,  Deutschland. 
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URUGUAYAN  WOOL  EXPORTS 
DOWN  59  PERCENT 


Exports  of  raw  wool  from  Uruguay  during  October -January  were  about 
23.8  million  pounds.    This  was  less  than  half  the  total  shipped  during 
the  same  h  months  of  the  previous  season  and  less  than  one-third  of  the 
relatively  high  level  of  the  1955-56  season. 

There  has  been  a  sharp  decline  this  season  in  shipments  to  the 
Netherlands ,  the  United  Kingdom,  and  the  United  States --the  principal 
export  markets  in  recent  years --while  there  has  been  a  marked  increase  in 
shipments  to  the  Soviet  Union  and  Switzerland. 

Exports  this  season  have  been  hindered  by  disagreements  over  the 
"aforo"  system.    The  aforos  determine  the  amount  of  exchange  which  must  be 
surrendered  by  the  exporter  at  the  official  rate.    As  these  aforos  were 
generally  above  the  world  price  of  wool  at  the  beginning  of  the  season,  it 
was  unprofitable  for  exporters  to  ship  wool.    Some  revisions  A-rere  made, 
but  due  to  the  decline  in  A^orld  prices  these  changes  were  ineffective  in 
stimulating  exports. 

A  further  reduction  in  aforos  in  January  apparently  had  some  benefi- 
cial effect.  Of  the  23.8  million  pounds  shipped  in  October -January,  1^.2 
million  were  shipped  in  January  alone. 

WOOL,  RAW:    Exports  from  Uruguay,  actual  weight,  October -January 
1955-56,  1956-57,  and  1957-58  1/ 


Country  of  destination] 

1955-56 

1956-57 

1957-58 

• 

Million  pounds 

Million  pounds 

Million  pounds 

• 

2.9  ! 

;  h.l 

• 

1.5  : 

.6  ; 

k.l 

19.5  : 

:  22.8 

:  3.6 

• 

2.9  : 

:  3.2 

:  2.1 

• 

13.9 

:  11.3 

:  2.0 

• 

:  h.2 

:  l.l 

• 

6.8 

:  h.9 

t  1.0 

• 

12.  k 

:  5.0 

:  -5 

• 

11.6 

5.7 

Total 

• 

76.0 

:  57.7 

:  23.8 

l/  Converted  from  bales  at  an  estimated  average  bale  weight  of  l,0lk 
pounds . 
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CANADIAN  HOG  NUMBERS 
RISE  SHARPLY 

Canadian  hog  numbers  on  March  1,  1958?  reached  k, 913*000  head,  a  19- 
percent  increase  over  the  k} 135*000  head  reported  a  year  earlier,  according 
to  the  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics.    The  increase  was  relatively  greater 
in  Western  Canadaj  numbers  there  rose  31  percent,  compared  with  10  percent 
in  Eastern  Canada, 

Estimated  farrowings  between  December  1957  an(i  May  1958  have  been 
revised  upward  from  610,000  to  633>000--28  percent  above  the  same  period 
a  year  earlier.    Again  the  greatest  increase  is  in  Western  Canada,  where 
a  rise  of  37  percent  over  a  year  earlier  is  expected  (see  Foreign  Crops 
and  Markets,  February  17 ) . 

URUGUAY  ACTS  TO  INCREASE  MEAT  EXPORTS 

The  exchange  rate  for  chilled  carcass  beef,  canned  meat,  and  by- 
products exported  from  Uruguay  has  been  raised  from  3»72  pesos  to  h.ll 
pesos  per  U.  S.  dollar.    This  will  result  in  an  increase  of  10.^  percent 
in  the  gross  returns  of  meat  exporters.    The  peso  rate  for  "manufacturing" 
beef  has  been  raised  from  3*07  to  3.K6  per  U.  S.  dollar. 

These  new  rates  appear  to  be  satisfactory  to  export  packers,  and 
operations  during  1958  are  expected  to  show  an  increase  over  1957 •  The 
government  has  announced  a  1958  export  quota  of  l^k  million  pounds  of 
meat,  to  be  divided  among  the  three  packers,  National,  Anglo  del  Uruguay 
S.A.,  and  Jose  H.  Castro  y  Cia. 

DENMARK  EXPORTING  MORE 
PACKAGED  BUTTER 

In  spite  of  Denmark's  decreased  total  butter  exports  in  1957  (see 
Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  March  17,  1958),  shipments  of  packaged  butter 
showed  a  marked  increase.  While  butter  in  casks  still  makes  up  the  bulk 
of  Danish  butter  exports,  shipments  of  packaged  butter  in  1957  totaled 
33  «2  million  pounds,  a  38-percent  increase  over  the  previous  year.  This 
shift  in  type  of  packing  material  is  expected  to  continue  at  an  acceler- 
ated rate . 

The  United  Kingdom  was  the  principal  Danish  market  for  packaged 
butter  in  1957  and  took  20.5  million  pounds.    West  Germany  took  1.5 
million  pounds.     Other  important  markets  were  the  Belgian  Congo,  Lebanon, 
Morocco,  and  Peru. 

The  average  f .o.b.  price  for  packaged  butter  in  1957  was  39*6  cents 
per  pound,  1.6  cents  more  than  the  price  of  butter  in  casks.    Prices  of  both 
types  of  butter  showed  a  15-percent  decline  from  1956. 
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YUGOSLAVIA  REPORTS  HIGHER 
MILK  PRODUCTION 

Total  milk  production  in  Yugoslavia  in  1957  is  estimated  at  approxi- 
mately 5.0  million  pounds ,  an  increase  of  about  7  percent  over  195&.  This 
was  due  entirely  to  higher  output  of  cow  milk,  since  production  of  sheep 
and  goat  milk  declined. 

In  order  to  raise  milk  production,  Yugoslavia  has  "been  importing  high- 
producing  dairy  breeding  cattle  from  the  Netherlands  and  Denmark.  During 
1956,  2,211  head  were  imported;  in  the  first  9  months  of  1957;  more  than 
2,000  were  imported.    These  animals  have  been  kept  on  a  few  leading 
government  farms,  and  there  has  been  general  improvement  in  the  quality 
of  Yugoslav  dairy  cattle.    The  milk  marketing  system  has  also  been  improved, 
and  prices  to  farmers  have  been  increased  at  milk  collection  centers. 

In  view  of  these  factors,  milk  production  is  expected  to  continue  to 
increase  during  the  next  few  years.    The  5_year  goal  is  for  an  annual  out- 
put of  6.0  million  pounds. 

U.  K.  CANNED  MILK  EXPORTS 
REACH  RECORD  LEVEL 

United  Kingdom  exports  of  condensed  and  evaporated  milk  continued  at 
an  accelerated  pace  during  the  last  quarter  of  1957  to  bring  the  year's 
exports  to  a  new  record. 

Evaporated  whole  milk  exports  showed  the  most  significant  rise, 
totaling  39.3  million  pounds  in  1957,  an  increase  of  73  percent  over  I956. 
Increased  exports  to  Malta,  the  largest  U.  K.  evaporated  milk  market, 
were  primarily  responsible  for  the  sharp  rise.    The  United  Kingdom  con- 
tinued to  expand  other-than-Commonwealth  markets  last  year.    Shipments  to 
West  Germany  were  3.k  million  pounds,  compared  with  2.6  million  pounds  the 
previous  year.    Burma,  which  was  not  a  British  market  in  1956,  took  2.6 
million  pounds  in  1957,  and  Austria  took  1.^  million  pounds. 

Shipments  of  sweetened  condensed  whole  milk  were  60.0  million  pounds 
in  1957,  a  6-percent  rise  over  1956.    While  shipments  to  Malaya,  the 
principal  market,  rose  from  36. 0  to  39.3  million  pounds,  shipments  to 
other  Commonwealth  markets,  particularly  Jamaica,  declined.    Exports  of 
3.6  million  pounds  to  Cuba  were  largely  responsible  for  the  overall  con- 
densed milk  export  increase.    In  1956,  non-Commonwealth  countries  took 
only  1  percent  of  the  U.  K.  sweetened  condensed  milk  export.    In  1957, 
their  share  rose  to  6  percent. 

Early  indications  for  1958  point  to  a  downtrend  in  sweetened  con- 
densed whole  and  skim  milk  exports  and  acceleration  of  evaporated  milk 
shipments . 
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DUTCH  EXPORTS  MORE  DRY  WHOLE  MILK 

Dutch  exports  of  dry  whole  milk  reached  63.7  million  pounds  in  1957 > 
a  record  export  figure  for  the  Netherlands,  and  a  ^-percent  increase  from 

1956.  Belgium  continued  as  the  principal  destination  in  1957>  taking  13.7 
million  pounds  —  7  percent  over  the  previous  year.    Venezuela,  an  important 
market  in  recent  years,  took  10.6  million  pounds  in  1957.?  compared  with 

9.9  million  pounds  in  1956.    West  Germany,  the  United  Kingdom,  Indonesia, 
and  El  Salvador  continued  to  he  other  major  markets. 

As  indicated  earlier  (see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  February  10, 
1953) ,  shipments  of  nonfat  dry  milk  fell  to  the  lowest  level  in  recent 
years.    Dutch  exports  of  this  commodity  in  1957  totaled  11.0  million  pounds, 
about  half  the  quantity  shipped  in  1956.    The  decline  was  due  to  decreased 
shipments  to  India,  the  United  Kingdom,  and  Japan.    Government  stocks  on 
January  1,  1953,  totaled  only  1.0  million  pounds,  compared  with  1^.3 
million  pounds  on  hand  at  the  beginning  of  1957,  indicating  greater 
domestic  use.    Early  reports  for  1958  indicate  that  production  is  running 
ahead  of  last  year.    Stocks  increased  to  3*9  million  pounds  on  February  22, 
but  this  was  still  2.2  million  pounds  below  February  22,  1957* 

ITALY  SUSPENDS  BUTTER 
IMPORTS  TEMPORARILY 

Claims  by  the  Italian  press  that  European  countries  have  been  selling 
butter  at  less  than  production  cost,  thus  forcing  down  prices  in  Italy, 
prompted  the  Italian  Government  to  issue  a  decree  on  March  31,  1958;  which 
temporarily  suspends  all  imports  of  butter. 

Italy's  imports  of  butter  in  1957  were  36. 1  million  pounds,  compared 
with  21.7  million  pounds  in  1956  and  12.7  million  pounds  in  1955 •  During 

1957,  the  chief  suppliers  again    were  the  major  butter-exporting  countries 
of  Western  Europe,  as  well  as  Australia  and  New  Zealand.    Exports  of  butter 
were  negligible. 

Imports  of  cheese  in  1957  increased  19  percent  to  k-6.1  million  pounds, 
of  which  25.5  million  pounds  was  the  Emmenthal-Gruyere  type  from  Switzerland, 
Austria,  and  West  Germany.    Cheese  exports  dropped  from  50.^  million  pounds 
in  1956  to  ky.k  million  pounds  in  1957.    The  United  States  is  the  largest 
importer  of  Italian  cheese  and  in  1957  took  39  percent  of  total  Italian 
exports.    Other  important  cheese  outlets  in  1957  were  Switzerland,  France, 
and  the  United  Kingdom. 

Production  of  milk  in  Italy  in  1957  amounted  to  20.2  billion  pounds, 
compared  with  20.1  billion  pounds  in  1956  and  19.5  billion  pounds  in  1955. 
Fluid  milk  consumption  was  up,  thus  reducing  the  supply  for  processing. 
Butter  output  declined  2.8  percent  to  131.8  million  pounds,  and  cheese 
production  dropped  2.6  percent  to  7^+0.7  million  pounds.    Grana  cheese 
continued  to  be  produced  in  the  largest  quantity  and  accounted  for  about 
25  percent  of  total  production  last  year. 
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FRANCE  HAS  NEW  LABELING  REQUIREMENTS 

The  French  Ministry  of  Agriculture  announced  on  March  3  that  all  "preserved 
and  semi -preserved"  canned  goods  must  hear  the  name  of  the  country  of  origin 
stamped  or  molded  on  the  top  or  bottom  of  the  can.    The  date  of  processing  must 
apnear  either  in  code  letters  used  by  French  processors  or  in  a  code  of  the 
country  of  origin.    The  code  must  be  sent  to  the  Service  de  la  Repression  des 
Fraudes,  before  imports  are  made. 

The  label  also  must  carry  the  name  of  the  product  in  French^  show  net  weight 
in  metric  units,  and  be  marked  "Imported  from  /exporting  country/." 


PRICES  CF  U.S.  CANNED  FRUIT 
IN  BELGIUM  COMPARED 


An  analysis  of  U.  S.  canned  fruit  prices  in  Belgium  shows  the  effect  of  the 
Belgian  tariff  duty  and  transmission  (turnover)  tax  on  retail  prices. 


In 


Duties  and  transmission  taxes  range  up  to  30  percent  and  13  percent,  respec 
tively,  of  the  c.i.f.  Antwerp  cost  of  U.  S.  canned  fruit  items  listed  below. 
However,  Belgian  imports  of  U.  S.  canned  fruit  products  have  been  increasing, 
the  1956  marketing  season  the  United  States  exported  339>000  cases  of  canned 
deciduous  fruit  and  196,000  cases  of  single-strength  citrus  fruit  juices  to 
Belgium. 

In  March,  average  Belgian  wholesale  and  retail  unit  prices  for  U.  S.  canned 
fruits  and  juices,  and  the  applicable  import  duties  and  transmission  taxes,  were: 


Item 


Price 
c.i.f. 

Antwerp 


Duty 


Trans , 
tax 


Av. 
whsle . 
price 


Av.  Retail 
price 
Brussels 


:  Dollars 

Fruit  cocktail  (2-if's)  :  .33 

Pears  (2j's)  :  .36 

Apricots  whole  (2-§-'s)  :  .27 

Peaches,  sliced  (2^'s)  :  .26 

Fruit  salad  (2-§'s)  :  ,k2 

Apples  (2's)  :  .26 

Applesauce  (303's)  :  .20 

Plums  (300's)  :  .15 

Pineapple,  slices  (2-g-'s)  :  ,30 

Cherries,  R.A.  (2-|-,s)  :  .38 

Orange  juice  (2's)  :  ,13 

Orange  juice  (#3  Cyl)  :  .28 

Grapefruit  juice  (2's)  :  .n 

Grapefruit  juice  (#3  Cyl)  :  .22 

Prune  juice  (12  oz.)  :  #]_o, 

Pineapple  juice  (2's)  :  .13 

Pineapple  juice  (#3  Cyl)  :  .25 


Dollars 

.0825 
.09 

.0675 

.0650 

.105 

.078 

.02 

.0U5 

.075 
.Ilk 

.0195 

.01+2 

.0165 

.0330 

.O3U2 

.023^ 

.0U50 


Dollars 
.01+125 

.01+5 

•03375 
.03250 

.0525 

.0338 

.011 

.0195 

.0375 

.OkSk 

.011+9 
.0322 
.0126 

.0253 

.022k 
.0153 
.0295 


Dollars 
.1+8 

.1+0 

.37 
.62 
.1+0 

.25 
.21+ 
M 
.59 
.19 
.38 
.16 
.30 
.27 
.19 
.36 


Dollars 

•52-. 5^ 
.59-. 62 
.1+2-.  1+3 
.1+0-.  1+1 
.68-. 70 
.1+6 
.30 
.29 
•  50 
.67 
.22 
.1+2 
.19 
.33 
.31 
.23 
.1+2 
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U.  S.  IMPORTS  WHITE  CORN 
FROM  NORTHERN  RHODESIA 

Due  to  a  lack  of  domestic  supplies  of  white  corn,  U.  S.  millers  are 
finding  it  necessary  to  import  this  grain.     One  of  the  first  shipments , 
about  375^000  "bushels  from  Northern  Rhodesia,  arrived  at  a  Gulf  port  this 
month.    The  corn  will  be  made  into  grits. 

U.S.  AND  WORLD  WHEAT  TRADE 
DOWN  FROM  1956-57 

World  trade  in  wheat  and  wheat  flour  during  the  1957-58  year  is  now 
estimated  at  1,100  million  bushels,  considerably  below  the  record  of  1,280 
million  bushels  set  in  1956-57*    However,  exports  at  this  level  will  be 
the  second  highest  on  record.    The  chief  reason  for  the  expected  decrease 
in  world  wheat  trade  from  last  year  is  the  greatly  improved  crop  situation, 
especially  in  importing  countries  of  Western  Europe.     Imports  into  these 
countries  alone  will  be  down  by  about  150  million  bushels  from  1956-57 • 

U.S.  exports  for  the  current  year  are  now  estimated  at  hOO  million 
bushels,  27  percent  below  the  1956-57  record  of  5^+9  million  bushels. 
Exports  from  Australia  and  Argentina  are  also  expected  to  be  below  those 
last  year,  while  Canadian  exports  may  increase  moderately.    France,  a  net 
importer  in  1956-57 >  has  surplus  wheat  this  year  and  will  likely  exceed 
both  Australia  and  Argentina  in  total  wheat  exports.    The  Soviet  Union, 
last  year  one  of  the  world's  biggest  exporters  of  wheat,  is  expected  to 
move  a  comparatively  small  amount  into  world  markets  during  1957-58. 

PAKISTAN  REVERSES  DECISION 
TO  EXPORT  BASMATI  RICE 

Because  floods  reduced  the  expected  harvest  of  Basmati  high-quality 
rice,  the  Government  of  Pakistan  has  reversed  an  earlier  decision  to  export 
this  type  (see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  March  17). 

A  three -man  government  delegation  is  visiting  Thailand  to  ascertain 
quantities  and  prices  of  Thai  rice  available  for  export.    Pakistan  wants 
to  import  100,000  tons  in  1958,  in  accordance  with  the  3-year  agreement 
negotiated  last  year,  which  provides  that  Thailand  will  supply  Pakistan 
with  at  least  100,000  tons. 

COLOMBIA  FORMS  RICE 
MILLERS  FEDERATION 

The  recently  formed  Rice  Millers  Federation  of  Colombia  is  the  first 
in  the  country.     It  will  collaborate  with  the  National  Federation  of  Rice 
Growers.     Owners  of  71  of  the  most  important  mills  are  now  members  of  the 
new  federation,  and  21  others  have  requested  membership.    Membership  fees, 
considered  rather  low,  will  be  used  to  form  a  central  organization  which 
will  work  to  benefit  the  whole  group. 
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BELGIAN  WHEAT  PROSPECTS  GOOD 

Belgium's  winter  crops  are  reported  to  be  in  very  good  condition,  and 
high  yields  are  expected.    Favorable  fall  and  winter  weather  made  winter 
wheat  condition  so  promising  that  another  record  crop  is  being  talked  of. 
Acreage  seeded  in  the  fall  of  1957  for  harvest  in  1958  is  reportedly  up 
16  percent  compared  with  acreage  a  year  earlier. 

Farmers  also  are  expected  to  plant  a  larger  acreage  to  spring  wheat 
this  year,  since  the  government's  high  directional  price  makes  wheat  appeal 
the  most  profitable  crop.    Wheat  acreage  in  1957  was  an  alltime  record- 
51o  ooo  acres-  78  percent  was  winter  wheat  and  22  percent  spring  wheat. 
Production,  reported  at  27.5  million  bushels,  also  set  an  alltime  record. 

IRAQ  REPORTS  LARGE  WHEAT 
AND  BARLEY  SURPLUS 

Large  stocks  of  wheat  and  barley  in  Iraq  are  creating  marketing 
problems  for  that  country,  according  to  reports  from  Baghdad.    The  1957 
harvest  of  these  grains  was  much  larger  than  any  previous  harvest.  The 
wheat  crop  was  reported  at  kl  million  bushels,  compared  with  29  million  m 

1956  and  the  1950-5^  average  of  22  million.    A  barley  crop  of  60  million 
bushels  was  13  million  above  1956  production  and  25  million  above  the  1950- 

average. 

To  help  solve  the  surplus  problem,  wheat  imports  have  been  prohibited 
since  October  1957,  and  the  ban  on  wheat  exports  has  been  lifted.  At 
latest  report  only  small  quantities  of  wheat  had  been  exported,  however, 
and  a  surplus  of  about  15  million  bushels  is  estimated. 

Barley  is  traditionally  a  surplus  crop  in  Iraq,  but  the  present  surplus 
of  possibly  20  million  bushels  is  much  larger  than  usual.    A  temporary 
subsidy  program  for  barley  exports  to  countries  outside  the  Persian  Gulf 
area  appears  to  have  stimulated  exports  somewhat.    The  quantity  moved  under 
subsidy  is  reported  at  9  million  bushels,  but  barley  stocks  at  the  end  of 

1957  were  still  over  ko  million  bushels.  The  subsidy  beginning  August  1957 
was  to  end  February  1,  1958. 

Large  harvests  of  wheat  and  barley  appear  likely  again  in  1958.  No 
official  estimates  have  been  released,  but  unofficial  sources  indicate  that 
acreage  seeded  to  both  grains  was  increased  this  year.    Ample  rainfall 
throughout  the  country,  a  plentiful  supply  of  seed,  and  no  bans  on  exports, 
combined  to  encourage  the  increase  despite  declining  prices. 

The  Director  General  of  Agriculture  imported  special  equipment  this 
year  to  treat  seed  with  fungicides  to  prevent  smut.    The  quantity  of  seed 
wheat  treated  this  year  was  considerably  more  than  last  year's  total  of 
8,000  tons.    The  treatment  is  free. 
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PROSPECTS  POOR  FOR  U.S.  FEED  GRAIN 
EXPORTS  TO  WEST  GERMANY 

If  West  Germany  accepts  an  offer  from  Turkey  of  60,000  metric  tons  of 
feed  barley  and  15,000  metric  tons  of  feed  oats,  additional  imports  of  feed 
grains  are  unlikely  the  rest  of  this  crop  year.    And  if  any  further  import 
is  permitted  it  probably  will  be  the  i+0,000  metric  tons  of  French  barley 
due  under  the  Franco-German  trade  agreement.    U.  S.  feed  grain  exports  to 
West  Germany  totaled  55^000  metric  tons  in  the  year  ending  June  31>  195T* 
Exports  in  the  6  months  ending  January  1,  1958,  were  155; 5^8  metric  tons. 

Opportunities  for  export  of  feed  grains  to  West  Germany  are  further 
curtailed  by  the  recently  concluded  trade  agreement  with  the  U.S.S.R.  which 
provides  for  annual  exports  of  150,000  metric  tons  of  Russian  feed  grains 
to  West  Germany. 

PERU  TO  IMPOSE  1 -PERCENT 
AD  VALOREM  TAX  ON  IMPORTS 

Effective  June  10,  1958,  Peru  will  collect  a  1-percent  ad  valorem  tax 
on  all  imports  except  items  which  are  exempt  from  all  import  duties  for 
20  years. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  new  tax  will  bring  in  an  annual  revenue  of 
35  million  Peruvian  soles  (U.S.  $1.5  million  at  exchange  rate  of  22.50 
soles  to  U.S.  $1.00),  90  percent  of  which  will  be  used  for  rehabilitation 
purposes  in  Arequipa  and  10  percent  in  Moquegua,  areas  which  suffered  from 
the  earthquake  of  January  15. 


BELGIUM  REDUCES  PERCENTAGE  OF  DOMESTIC 
WHEAT  REQUIRED  IN  MILLING 

Effective  April  7 >  "the  Belgian  Government  reduced  the  minimum  percent- 
age of  domestic  wheat  which  Belgian  millers  are  required  to  incorporate  in 
their  grist  from  75  percent  to  60  percent,  thus  returning  it  to  the  level 
established  at  the  beginning  of  the  1957-58  marketing  season.    The  original 
60  percent  incorporation  was  the  highest  that  Belgium  has  ever  enforced  at 
the  beginning  of  a  season.     It  was  increased  to  75  percent  by  February  1958. 

Returning  the  rate  to  the  original  60-percent  level  is  in  line  with 
recent  governmental  action  aimed  at  encouraging  millers  and  traders  to  ex- 
port domestic  wheat  and  flour  against  imports  of  hard  wheat.    The  objective 
is  to  facilitate  utilization  of  indigenous  soft  wheat  at  or  near  the  pro- 
ducer directional  price  of  $2.56  per  bushel  while  at  the  same  time  improving 
the  quality  of  flour  produced  (see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  March  2k,  I958.) 

Reducing  the  compulsory  incorporation  rate  from  75  "to  60  percent  makes 
it  possible  for  millers  to  produce  better-quality  flour  since  they  can  now 
use  imported  hard  wheat  to  the  extent  of  ^0  percent  of  the  grist. 
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COLOMBIA  BUYS  SURPLUS 
CAUCA  VALLEY  CORN 

The  Colombian  Ministry  of  Agriculture  is  buying  approximately 
700,000  bushels  of  corn  produced  in  the  Cauca  Valley.    The  average  price 
will  be  $1.26  per  bushel.    This  Colombian  corn  is  mainly  small-grained 
yellow  corn  of  two  hybrid  varieties  which  have  largely  replaced  the 
common  white  corn.    However,  because  of  the  small  size  of  the  grain  it 
has  not  been  well  received  by  buyers. 

The  government  has  an  extensive  development  project  in  the  Cauca 
Valley,  which  is  in  the  southwestern  part  of  the  country.  Colombia's 
annual  corn  production  is  about  27  million  bushels. 

BURMA  RAISES  RICE 
EXPORT  PRICES 

Export  prices  of  Burmese  rice  in  1958  are  from  f2  to  f,k  per  long 
ton  higher  than  in  1957°    The  basic  government-to-government  f .o.b. 
price  set  for  Ngasein  Small  Mills  Special,  k2 -percent  broken,  has  been 
raised  from  f33  per  long  ton  ($U.12  per  100  pounds)  to  f37  ($^-65  per 
100  pounds).    Prices  for  most  grades,  however,  increased  about  f2  per 
long  ton. 

The  f ^-increase  per  ton  in  the  price  of  Ngasein  SMS,  i+2-percent 
broken,  as  compared  with  the  f2-increase  in  the  prices  of  higher -quality 
rice,  is  mainly  to  encourage  the  buying  of  better  qualities.    The  main 
quality  purchased  by  India,  Pakistan,  Ceylon,  and  Indonesia  heretofore 
has  been  the  Ngasein  SMS,  U2-percent  broken. 

Burma's  1957  rice  production  dropped  sharply  as  a  result  of  drought, 
and  exports  are  therefore  reduced.    This  is  the  main  reason  for  the 
price  increase.    A  higher  income  from  rice  exports  will  help  make  up  a 
loss  in  foreign  exchange  earnings  caused  by  the  smaller  rice  shipments. 

Japan  purchased  50,000  long  tons  of  Ngasein  Japan  15 -percent  broken 
and  Meedone  Japan  15-percent  broken  in  December  at  the  1957  price  of 
ihl.  2s.  per  long  ton  ($5-12  per  100  pounds).     Indonesia,  however, 
recently  purchased  50,000  tons  at  the  increased  price.     In  the  long-term 
agreement  with  India,  the  stipulated  prices  for  1958  were  f32  per  long 
ton  ($U.OO  per  100  pounds)  for  Ngasein  SMS  and  £32. 11  shs.  ($U.07  per 
100  pounds)  for  Ngasein  SMS  and  £32. 11  shs.  ($U.07  per  100  pounds)  for 
Full  Boiled.    The  1957  prices  for  the  same  qualities  were  £33  (h.12 
per  100  pounds)  and  f33.ll.Ud.  ($^.19),  respectively.    The  price  India 
will  pay  in  1958  has  not  yet  been  determined. 
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RICE:    Export  prices  of  Burma,  go vernment-to -government,  f.o.b., 

1957  and  1958 


Quality 


Percent 
broken 


1957  1/ 


Long  ton 


100 

pounds 


1958  2/ 


Long  ton 


: Percent 


White  rice:  : 

Ngasein  (Medium-short  grain) :  : 

Small  Mills  Special  (SMS)  :  42 

Small  Mills  Quality  (SMQ)  :  38 

Superior  Quality  (SQ)  :  35 

Europe  No.  3   :  30 

Europe  No.  2  :  25 

Europe  No.  1  :  15 

Super  :  5 

Japan  :  25 

Japan  :  15 

Meedone  (Long-grain):  : 

Japan   :  25 

Japan   :  15 

Bazaar  Quality  (MBQ)  :  38 

Special  Quality  :  32 

Penang  Special  Qaulity  :  25 

Sughandi  (Long-grain):  : 

Small  Mills  Special  ( SMS) . . . . :  35 

Japan  :  15 

Super  ..:  15 

Super   :  5 

Boiled  rice:  : 

Full  boiled  :  12 

Milchar  No.  2  :  10 

Milchar  No.  1  :  8 

Long  boiled  :  10 

Loonzein  (brown  rice):  : 

Meedone  :  -- 

Sughandi  :  — 


iss.-d. 


33-0-0 

36-  0-0 

38-  0-0 

39-  10-0 
41-0-0 
A3 -0-0 
45-0-0 
39-9-0 
41-2-0 

39-19-0 
41-2-0 

37-  16-0 

39-  12-0 

40-  10-0 

38-  12-0 

41-  18-0 
44-0-0 
47-10-0 

33-11-4 

37-  10-7 

38-  0-0 
41-5-0 

35-5-0 
35-16-0 


Dollars 


4.12 
4.49 
4.74 
4,93 
5.11 
5.36 
5.61 
4.92 
5.12 

4.98 
5.12 
4.71 
4.94 
5.05 

4.81 

5.22 

5.49 
5.92 

4.19 
4.68 
4.74 
5.14 

4.39 
4.46 


■aT-s.-d. 


37-0-0 

39-  0-0 

40-  0-0 

41-  10-0 
43-0-0 

45-  0-0 
47-0-0 
41-9-0 
43-2-0 

41-19-0 
43-2-0 

39-  I6-0 

41-  12-0 

42-  10-0 

40-  12-0 

43-  18-0 

46-  0-0 
49-10-0 

37-11-4 

39-  10-7 

40-  0-0 
43-5-0 

37-5-0 
37-16-0 


1/  Exchange  rate,l<£  =  $2.7932.  2/  Exchange  rate,i£  =  $2,816 
Source:    Embassy  report. 


20 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


Vol.  76,  No.  16 


YUGOSLAV  FATS  AND  OILS  IMPORT  REQUIREMENTS 
HIGH  FOR  JANUARY -JUNE  1958 

Yugoslav  import  requirements  of  fats  and  oils  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1958,  are  estimated  at  19,800  short  tons  of  edible  vegetable  oil  and  22,000 
tons  of  lard. 

As  only  small  quantities  of  these  commodities  were  imported  through  the 
last  half  of  1957,  imports  in  the  first  half  of  I958  will  be  heavy.  Around 
36,000  tons  of  degummed  soybean  oil  probably  will  be  imported  from  the  United 
States  under  Public  Law  ^80  in  the  first  half  of  1958. 

Lard  imports  are  expected  to  be  around  15,1+00  tons,  about  one-half  of 
which  will  be  commercial  purchases  from  the  United  States.     In  addition,  there 
may  be  small  quantities  under  economic  aid  programs. 

FATS  AND  OILS  (EDIBLE ) :    Yugoslavia,  supply  and  distribution, 

annual  1956  and  1957 


\      Edible  oils 

\  Lard 

Total 

;  1956 

:  1957  1/ 

:  1956 

:  1957  1/ 

;  1956 

:  1957  1/ 

-  1,000  short  tons 

Supply : 

Stocks,  January  1  

Production  from:  2/ 

Domestic  materials... 

Imported  materials . . . 

!  6.5 

:  22.5 
:  12.0 
•  5.0 

:  5.5 

:  15.9 
:  8.3 
21.3 

:  19.8 
:  222.. k 
1  hk.6 

:  30.9 
:  10^.7 
!  28.1+ 

:  26.3 

:  133.9 
:  12.0 
:  1+9.6 

:  36.U 

:  120.6 
:  8.3 
:  ^9.7 

Total  supply  

hG.Q 

:  51.0 

\  175.8 

:  16k. 0 

221.8 

215.0 

Distribution:  ; 
Direct  consumption.....; 
Industrial  use  3/  ! 

ExpODT't/S  •••••••»••••*•••! 

Stocks,  December  31»«««! 

39-3  : 
1.2  ; 

5-5  : 

1+0.0  ' 
2.8  • 

8.2  j 

1^3.3  : 
1.6  • 

30.9  : 

'  1^3.3  ' 
2.0  ; 

18.7  : 

182.6  - 
2.8  : 

36^  ! 

183.3 
h.Q 

26.9 

Total  distribution.; 

1+6.0  : 

51.0  : 

175.8  i 

16k. 0  ■ 

221.8  : 

215.0 

1/  Preliminary.  2j  Estimated  breakdown.  3/  Used  by  fish  canning  industry 
"[olive  oil)  and  margarine  factories. 


Compiled  from  official  and  unofficial  sources. 

No  official  forecasts  have  been  made  for  1958  oilseed  acreages  or  produc- 
tion.   However,  freezing  weather  has  not  damaged  olive  or  rapeseed  crops  this 
winter.    Snows  and  rains  in  February  and  March  have  built  up  soil  moisture  so 
that  spring -planted  oilseed  crops  should  get  a  good  start. 
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Yugoslav  oilseed  production  in  1957  was  considerably  larger  than  in  1956 
although  smaller  than  desired  under  the  5-Year  Plan  (l957~6l),  which  aims 
to  make  Yugoslavia  self-sufficient  in  edible  oils  by  I96I.    Failure  to  con- 
tract sufficient  acreage  last  spring  and  heavy  winterkilling  of  last  year's 
rapeseed  crop  account  for  the  smaller-than-planned  acreage. 


OILSEEDS:     Acreage  and  production,  Yugoslavia, 
annual  I956  and  1957 


Acreage  Harvested 

Production 

Oilseed  \— 

195b 

1  OCT    1   1  ' 
1957  1/ 

1950 

195 f  1/ 

• 

Acres 

:      Acres  ; 

Short  tons  : 

Short  tons 

Edible :  : 

180,000 
19,800 

7,300 
15,200 

5,000  • 

32,100 

;  200,000 

9,880  : 
:  15,000 
:       11,300  - 
k,125  : 
1,570 
32,100  - 

:  65,000 
5,iko 
2/  2,750 
:  2,650 

600 

5,1^0 

:  99,100 
:  3,285 
:      3/  8,885 
:  2,390 
:  9ko 
:  910 
:  7,350 

259,^00 

273,975 

81,280 

:  122,860 

Industrial:  : 

2,^50 

7,600 

:  695 

:  h,5l0 

1/  Preliminary.     2/  101,000  bushels.     3/  326,500  bushels. 


INDONESIAN  COPRA  EXPORTS 
DOWN  SHARPLY 

Indonesian  exports  of  copra  in  February,  preliminarily  estimated  at 
285  long  tons,  gross  weight,  were  about  2  percent  of  the  quantity  shipped 
in  January  and  less  than  1  percent  of  February  1957  shipments.  February 
exports  were  the  lowest  monthly  shipments  reported  since  the  rehabilitation 
of  the  copra  industry  following  World  War  II.     January-February  shipments 
of  1^,705  long  tons  of  copra  were  about  one-third  those  of  the  first  2 
months  of  1957 . 

Copra  cake  exports  of  6,358  long  tons  in  February  were  less  than  half 
those  of  the  previous  month.    Cumulative  January-February  shipments  totaled 
20,160  tons,  an  increase  of  5  percent  from  the  first  2  months  of  1957 • 

Palm  oil  exports  in  February  were  5,2^-5  short  tons,  slightly  more  than 
half  the  volume  shipped  in  January.    January-February  shipments  totaled 
15,^-20  tons,  more  than  twice  the  quantity  exported  in  the  comparable  period 
of  1957 •    Palm  kernel  exports  of  5,735  short  tons  in  February  were  nearly 
3  times  those  of  January,  and  shipments  in  the  first  2  months  of  this  year 
were  up  one-fifth  from  January-February  1957 • 
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U.  S.  COTTON  IMPORTS 
DOWN  IN  JANUARY 

United  States  imports  of  cotton  (for  consumption)  were  equivalent  to 
6,000  bales  (500  pounds  gross)  in  January  1958;  compared  with  37;000  bales 
in  December  1957;  and  13,000  bales  in  January  1957- 

Imports  during  the  first  6  months,  August -January,  of  the  1957-58 
season  were  126,000  bales,  or  almost  2§-  times  the  53; 000  bales  imported 
during  the  first  half  of  1956-57 •    Most  of  the  increase  this  year  was  in 
imports  of  long-staple  upland  cotton  from  Mexico.     Increased  quantities 
were  also  imported  from  Egypt,  Peru,  and  Pakistan. 

COTTON:    U.  S.  imports  by  country  of  origin,  averages  1935-39  and 
I9U5-U9,  annual  1955  and  1956,  and  August -January  1956-57  and 

1957-58 

 (Bales  of  500  pounds  gross)  


Year  beginning  August  1 


uounrry  01  origi 

n  t  

Average 

1955  ; 

1956  ; 

August- 

■January 

:l935-39 

1945-1+9 

1956-57 

1957-58 

:  1,000 

■  1,000 

•  1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

:  bales 

bales 

bales 

bales 

bales 

bales 

• 

3 

1 

:  1 

:  2 

:  2 

l  1 

1/ 

31 

:       2/  : 

0 

0  ' 

0 

0 

• 

63  ' 

103 

:  60 

:        36  ' 

19  : 

30 

3/ 

67 

-  3/  103 

6 

h  : 

:         1  ' 

1 

• 

23 

:  19 

:  22 

:  22 

:  21 

:  73 

3/ 

:    k/  12 

:  22 

:  16 

:  k 

7 

1 

:  23 

:  23 

:         8  ' 

6 

13 

• 

5/ 

:    1/  k 

:  2 

:  2/ 

:  2/ 

2/ 

• 

6/5 

:    E/  1 

1  1 

:  0 

:  0-. 

:  0 

0 

:  0 

1  2/ 

1 

:  0 

:  1 

• 

. . . ;  8/ 185 

:  8/  260 

:  137 

:    9/  89 

53 

:  126 

l/  l+-year  average.    2/  Less  than  500  bales.     3/  Pakistan  included  with 
India  prior  to  partition  in  19^7 •    j+/  3-year  average.     5/  Included  with 
Egypt  prior  to  19U2.     6/  2-year  average.    7/  Includes  small  quantities 
which  are  reexported  each  year.    8/  Total  does  not  add  due  to  partial 
averages.    9/  Does  not  include  the  equivalent  of  2+5,820  bales  (500  lb. 
gr.  wt.)  of  Egyptian  and  2,393  bales  of  Sudanese  cotton  released  from 
the  national  stockpile  of  extra  long  staple  cotton  and  entered  under 
the  import  quota  on  July  31,  1957. 

Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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U.  S.  COTTON  EXPORTS 
DECLINE  IN  FEBRUARY 


United  States  cotton  exports  (all  types)  were  ^+50,000  running  bales 
in  February  1958,  compared  with  517*000  running  bales  in  January,  and 
807,000  bales  in  February  1957*    Exports  during  August-February  1957-58 
were  3*299*000  running  bales,  compared  with  ^,601,000  bales  during  the 
corresponding  period  of  1956-57*    Comparable  figures  in  500-pound  gross 
weight  bales  will  be  published  in  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets  as  soon  as 
they  are  available. 

Major  destinations  of  U.  S.  exports  during  August-February  1957-58, 
with  comparable  1956-57  figures  in  parentheses,  were:     Japan  672,000 
running  bales  (892,000);  United  Kingdom  ^33,000  (627,000);  West  Germany 
^25,000  (639,000);  and  Italy  329,000  (379,000). 


CANADA  ANNOUNCES  NEW  SUPPORT  PRICES 
FOR  BUTTER,  HOGS,  AND  WOOL 


The  Canadian  Prices  Stabilization  Board  has  set  the  following  support 
prices  for  12  months  from  the  date  they  become  effective: 


Unit,  grade         New  support         Date  new  price 
Commodity         and  market  price  becomes  effective 

Butter  Lb.  ,6k  May  1,  I958 

1st.  grade 
Montreal 


Hogs  Cwt.  $25.00  April  1,  1958 

Warm  dressed 
Grade  A 
Carcass 
Toronto 


Wool  Lb.  .60  April  1,  1958 

Western  Range 
Choice  58/60' s 
Toronto 


These  are  the  first  working  prices  announced  under  the  Prices  Stabi- 
lization Act  passed  by  the  Canadian  Parliament  in  January  1958.  The 
previous  support  price  was  58  cents  for  butter  and  $23.00  for  hogs,  under 
the  Prices  Support  Act  of  l^kh.    In  the  past  there  was  no  support  price 
in  effect  on  wool. 


To  make  its  supports  effective  the  Canadian  Government  offers  to 
purchase  butter  at  the  announced  price,  and  will  make  deficiency  payments 
on  wool.    The  Minister  of  Agriculture  states  that  further  announcements  will 
come  later. 
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U.  S.  COTTON  LINTERS  IMPORTS 
INCREASE  IN  JANUARY 

United  States  imports  of  cotton  linters,  mostly  felting  qualities, 
were  21,000  bales  ( 500  pounds  gross)  in  January  1958.    This  is  2k  percent 
more  than  imports  of  17,000  bales  in  December  1957,  and  ko  percent  above 
15,000-bale  imports  in  January  1957.    Imports  during  August- January  1957-58 
were  77,000  bales,  against  86,000  bales  a  year  earlier. 

Principal  sources  of  linters  imports  in  August- January  1957-58;  with 
comparable  1956-57  figures  in  parentheses,  were:    Mexico  56,000  bales 
(65,000);  U.S.S.R.  8,000  (15,000);  Belgium  3,000  (1,000);  Iran  2,000  (0); 
El  Salvador  2,000  (1,000);  Syria  2,000  (0);  and  Turkey  1,000  (0). 

BURMA'S  COTTON  CROP  SMALLER 

Cotton  production  in  Burma  for  the  August- July  1957-58  season  is 
unofficially  estimated  at  75,000  bales  ( 500  pounds  gross).    This  is  6 
percent  below  the  1956-57  crop  of  80,000  bales,  and  12  percent  below 
the  85,000  bales  produced  in  1955-56.    Acreage  for  1957-58  is  estimated 
at  ^00,000  acres,  compared  with  ^50,000  acres  in  1956-57,  and  lK)5,000 
acres  in  1955-56.    The  lower  acreage  and  production  this  year  is  due  to 
lack  of  rain  during  the  planting  and  growing  season. 

Burma  exported  16,000  bales  of  cotton  during  August -Dec ember  1957, 
50  percent  less  than  exports  of  32,000  bales  in  the  comparable  period  of 

1956.  Quantities  exported  to  principal  destinations  in  August-December 

1957,  with  comparable  195&  figures  in  parentheses,  were:    Mainland  China 
9,000  bales  (0);  Japan  5,000  (2^,000);  and  the  United  Kingdom  1,000  ( 1,000). 
Burma  exported  62,000  bales  during  August-July  1956-57,  compared  with 
78,000  bales  in  1955-56.    Principal  destinations  in  1956-57  were  Japan, 
France,  Yugoslavia,  Hong  Kong,  the  United  Kingdom,  and  Mainland  China. 

Annual  consumption  in  Burma  has  been  about  21,000  bales  in  recent 
years.    One  spinning  mill,  at  Thamaing,  accounts  for  10,000  bales,  while 
11,000  bales  are  used  for  padding  of  clothing  and  mattresses,  hand-drawn 
yarns,  and  other  yarns  for  crude  textiles.    Consumption  is  expected  to 
increase  slightly  this  year.    The  Thamaing  mill  is  doubling  its  facilities; 
additional  equipment,  expected  to  be  in  operation  before  the  end  of  the 
1957-58  season,  will  give  the  mill  a  total  of  ^0,000  spindles  and  ^00 
power  looms. 

Imports  of  cotton  have  been  negligible  in  past  years.  However, 
in  view  of  reduced  domestic  production  and  the  current  mill  expansion, 
some  cotton  may  have  to  be  imported  in  coming  months  if  the  mill  operates 
at  full  capacity.    Only  about  10  percent  of  the  cotton  produced  in  Burma 
is  suitable  for  use  in  the  Thamaing  mill. 

Cotton  stocks  on  August  1,  1957,  were  estimated  at  17,000  bales, 
compared  with  20,000  bales  a  year  earlier. 
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IRAN'S  COTTON  PRODUCTION 
DECLINES  SLIGHTLY 

Iran's  cotton  production  in  1957-58  is  estimated  at  280,000  bales 
(500  pounds  gross).    This  is  a  decline  of  2  percent  from  1956-57  pro- 
duction of  285,000  bales,  although  about  2  percent  above  the  1955-56 
crop  of  275,000  bales. 

Early  fall  moisture  and  below-normal  winter  rains  in  most  of  Iran 
have  given  growers  more  chance  this  season  to  prepare  their  land  for 
planting.    There  is  some  indication  that  the  area  planted  to  cotton  in 
1958-59  will  be  somewhat  larger  than  the  625,000  acres  planted  in  the 
two  preceding  seasons.    However,  actual  plantings  will  depend  largely  on 
moisture  conditions  for  the  next  few  weeks. 

Good  demand  for  long-staple  upland-type  cotton  last  season  is  ex- 
pected to  encourage  an  increase  in  acreage  of  Cokers  and  Filestani  vari- 
eties, if  ample  seed  is  available.    Area  planted  to  short-staple  varieties 
is  expected  to  decline  because  sales  of  short-staple  cotton  were  slow  the 
past  year. 

Cotton  exports  from  Iran  during  August -Dec ember  1957  were  55*000 
bales,  down  20  percent  from  exports  of  69,000  bales  in  the  corresponding 
period  of  1956.    Quantities  exported  by  country  of  destination  are  not  yet 
available.    France  has  been  the  largest  importer  of  Iranian  cotton  in 
recent  years.    However,  reports  indicate  France's  imports  during  the  period 
under  review  declined  somewhat,  due  to  the  fact  that  no  satisfactory  trade 
agreement  could  be  reached. 

Cotton  exports  during  August-July  1956-57  were  187,000  bales — 6  per- 
cent above  exports  of  177*000  bales  in  the  1955-56  season.  Principal 
destinations  of  Iran's  exports  in  1956-57  were  France,  the  United  Kingdom, 
Japan,  U.S.S.R.,  Italy,  West  Germany,  Hungary,  and  Sweden. 

Iranian  cotton  consumption  is  estimated  at  100,000  bales  for  1957- 
58.    This  is  11  percent  above  the  90,000  bales  used  in  1956-57,  and  22 
percent  higher  than  1955-56  consumption  of  82,000  bales.    The  rising 
consumption  rate  is  attributed  largely  to  a  general  increase  in  popu- 
lation and  national  income. 

Cotton  stocks  on  August  1,  1957*  amounted  to  i+0,000  bales,  an  increase 
of  25  percent  from  stocks  of  32,000  bales  a  year  earlier. 

CORRECTION 

In  the  item  headed  "Ireland  Acts  To  Reduce  Butter  Export  Subsidy," 
Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  March  31*  1958,  page  9,  2nd  paragraph  should 
read,    The  increased  levy  is  expected  to  cut  the  committee's  losses  on 
1958-59  exports  by  about  33  percent  of  the  $8.i+  million  lost  through  the 
1957-58  butter  export  subsidy." 
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QUALITY  OF  U.  S.  BARLEY  APPROVED 
BY  U.  K.  BUYERS 

London  reports  favorable  reactions  to  the  quality  of  U.S.  barley 
exported  to  the  United  Kingdom  in  1957*    U.K.  buyers  reportedly  had  been 
prejudiced  against  U.S.  barley  in  previous  years,  largely  due  to  an  im- 
pression that  the  U.S.  product  contained  undesirable  foreign  matter. 

This  prejudice  apparently  has  been  dispelled  by  the  satisfactory 
quality  standards  maintained  by  U.S.  exporters.    A  reflection  of  this  is 
the  report  that  U.K.  buyers  have  discontinued  the  practice  of  discounting 
the  U.S.  price  compared  with  that  for  Canadian  barley.    The  buyers  also 
indicate  they  had  not  been  aware  of  the  good  quality  of  U.S.  barley 
varieties  developed  in  recent  years . 

JAPAN'S  "BIG  9"  IMPORTS  FROM  U.  S.  LARGER  IN  1957; 
SMALLER  FROM  OTHER  COUNTRIES 

Japan's  "Big  9"  imports  during  October-December  1957  recovered  slightly 
from  the  low  point  reached  in  the  previous  quarter.    Total  for  the  year  was 
$878  million,  down  $80  million  or  8  percent  from  1956  (7  percent  if  allow- 
ance is  made  for  price  changes  during  the  year).    This  was  the  lowest  level 
since  1950. 

"Big  9"  imports  during  the  year  from  the  United  States  increased  17 
percent,  but  from  all  other  sources  declined  25  percent.    Thus,  the  U.  S. 
share  of  the  market  increased  from  k-0  percent  to  51  percent.    The  value  of 
imports  from  the  United  States  was  the  second  highest  since  the  end  of 
World  War  II,  and  only  slightly  below  the  value  in  1952.    Adjusting  for 
price  changes,  the  volume  of  "Big  9"  imports  from  the  United  States  reached 
a  postwar  high,  21  percent  above  195&. 

Japan's  total  imports  of  corn,  soybeans,  and  tallow  increased  by  $25 
million,  two-thirds  of  which  was  accounted  for  by  larger  imports  from  the 
United  States .     Imports  of  corn  and  tallow  were  at  a  postwar  high,  and 
soybean  imports  were  only  slightly  below  the  high  point  of  1955*  Imports 
from  the  United  States  of  each  of  these  3  items  made  new  postwar  records. 

Total  imports  of  rice,  barley,  tobacco,  and  hides  and  skins  declined 
by  $72  million.     One -third  of  this  change  was  the  result  of  reduced  pur- 
chases from  the  United  States. 

Imports  of  cotton  from  the  United  States  increased  over  1956,  marking 
a  new  postwar  high.    Wheat  imports  from  the  United  States  also  increased 
and  were  second  only  to  those  in  19^+9  •    From  all  sources,  imports  of  these 
two  commodities  fell  off  $33  million. 
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JAPAN:     "Big  9"  imports,  from  all  sources  and  from  the  United  States, 
average  l<>5l-55,  annual  1956  and  1<?57 


QUANTITY 


:    Average  1951-55 

1956 

19^7  1/ 

• 

C  ommod  ity             T  ot  al  , 

•  * 

• 
• 

;    £  rom 
;    U.S.  : 

!    Total  ] 

i  i?'rom 
U.S.  : 

;    Total  1 

From 
:  U.S. 

1.000  metric  tons 


Wheat  :  1,895  :  l,llU  :  2,277  :  1,080  :  2,2ljO  :  1,267 

Rice  :  1,107  :  216  :  760  :  20  :  3U7  :  1 

Barley  :  775  :  335  :  922  :  399  :  853  :  201 

Corn  :  16?  :  107  :  3lt5  :  135  :  5l6  :  2l|2 

Tobacco  :  8  :  hi  6  :  k  :  2  :  2 

Hides  and  skins...:  k9  '  28  :  76  :  50  :  71  :  ll9 

Soybeans  :  hh&  :  376  :  717  :  536  :  805  :  605 

Cotton    2/3/  :  2,01*2  :  809  :  2,76l  :  979  :  2,703  :  1,1*15 

Tallow  :  82  :  76  :  106  :  95  :  12U  :  101 


VALUE 


t —   Million  dollars  -  -  

Wheat  :  157.6  :  95.5  :  165.U  :  76.0  :  163.3  93.9 

Rice  :  193.3  :  U2.3  •  108.3  •       3. It  *  U8.2  :  0.1 

Barley  :  62.6  :  26.3  »  62.0  :  26.8  :  56. It  :  12.1 

Corn  :  13.3  :  8.6  :  25.5  s  10.0  :  36.5  :  17.0 

Tobacco  :  8.7  :-  6.3  s  8.1*  :       7.8  :  U.6  :  3.7 

Hides  and  skins...  s  27.3  :  13.5  :  30.5  :  19.2  :  28.lt  :  17.8 

Soybeans  :  58.2  :  hi. 9  :  81*. 6  :  62.0  :  93.1*  '  69.6 

Cotton   3/  :  1*06.5  :  155.9  :  h5l.h  160.3  •  lt20.lt  :  212.6 

Tallow   16.9  :  15.5  :  22.1  :  19.9  27.1  :  22.0 


Total  h/  :      9UIt.3  :    1*12.0  :      958. It  :    385.1*  :      878.3  :  UU8.8 


1/  Preliminary. 

2/  1,000  bales  of  U80  pounds  net. 

3/  Data  for  1951-55  include  small  amounts  of  carded  and  combed  cotton. 

hj  Computed  from  unrounded  data. 
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FRANCE  INCREASES  DOMESTIC 
WHEAT  QUOTA 

France  has  announced  a  new  Cereals  Plan  to  regulate  production  of 
wheat,  barley,  and  corn  for  the  years  1958-I96I.    The  plan  increases  from 
6.8  million  tons  to  7.2  million  tons  the  quota  of  wheat  other  than  durum 
that  may  enter  the  domestic  market  annually.    The  quota  can  he  further 
increased  depending  upon  agreements  with  other  members  of  the  6-nation 
European  Common  Market. 

Since  wheat  delivered  within  the  quota  enjoys  a  price  advantage  over 
that  in  excess  of  the  quota  (which  is  exported),  large  wheat  crops  appear 
likely  to  continue  in  France. 

The  new  plan  also  provides  tax  exemptions  to  producers  who  increase 
production  of  approved  varieties  of  wheat,  or  of  other  grains,  or  who 
agree  to  deliver  reduced  quantities  of  wheat  other  than  durum  over  the 
next  3  years.     It  seems  doubtful  that  most  farmers  would  commit  themselves 
for  3  years,  especially  since  prices  are  to  be  established  annually.  Thus 
France  will  probably  continue  to  be  an  important  exporter  of  wheat. 
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